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Fumika Tsuchitori (b.1995, Hyogo Prefecture, Japan) graduated from Kyoto University of the Arts in 
2020 with a Master’s degree in Oil Painting, she currently lives and works in Kyoto.

Two people kissing and embracing, two people who love each other. Many works that use the motif 
of two human figures can be found in the history of painting and art. I consider this to be a universal 
theme, one that has been continuously handed down from one generation to the next. It is still alive and 
well today. I have been working mainly with motifs of this image of the “intimate couple,” which I have 
taken from art history, film, and shojo manga (girls’ manga) as my background.

The intimate couple is a reference to affection and relief, and on the other hand, death, fear, hatred, and 
one-sided violence. This observation comes from my experience of realizing that images of intimate 
couples that stem from affection and those that arise out of violence, which one would expect to be 
polar opposites of the other, are in fact completely similar and indistinguishable from one another. (They 
can embrace each other because they are separate bodies, but what about the violence?) In terms of 
this contradiction, what is shown or hidden in these paintings? What is presumed to be present, and 
what is presumed to be absent? This is something in the paintings that gives me hesitation.
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