
L I A N G  Q U A N

Liang Quan (b.1948, Shanghai, China) is one of the most representative figures in abstract painting in
China. He graduated from the Affiliated High School of the Zhejiang Academy of Fine Arts, and went to 
study at the Academy of Art College (now the Academy of Art University) in San Francisco. Liang taught 
at the printmaking department of the Zhejiang Academy of Fine Arts (now the China Academy of Art), 
and worked at Shenzhen Fine Art Institute. He currently lives and works in Shenzhen.

Liang Quan is one of the earliest artists who combine traditional ink wash painting with abstract painting, 
creating a personal style that bridges while accentuates the differences between the Eastern and 
Western aesthetics. The application of both fine-brush and free stroke painting fills the canvas with 
minute details, forming an elaborate scheme that represents things and, ultimately, the emptiness of 
things. The ink wash bleeds into each other, creating a cascade of colors of varied saturation, and a 
choreography of forms. Reality is constructed with layers upon layers of details, and, as it is buried 
underneath, reemerges again in a different light. Emptiness conveys limitlessness. The concessions 
and ambiguities he makes are the step back he takes when facing the fast-changing world. The most 
representative of his works, the ink wash collages, are an expression of the peace of Zen. His mixed 
material collages connect the abstract art of the West and the traditional ink wash of the East, and draw 
wide attention with its unique style and Eastern essence.
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